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Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday 7 September 2025

Readings for
this week:

e

Wisdom 9:13-18
Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Luke 14:25-33

Number 21:4-9
Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

Readings for
next Sunday:

e

Liturgical Jottings

Liturgy and Justice |

Social Justice Sunday was held last
week. Previously the Social Justice
Sundays were celebrated on the last
Sunday in September. Since 2020, we
celebrate it on the last Sunday in
August, and it can easily escape us.
The Australian Office for Justice,
Ecology and Peace provide several
liturgical and educational resources
for parishes and schools.

Over and above these resources, the
liturgical books provide much
readings and prayers on justice and
peace. The Missal contains Masses
for Justice and Peace, Progress of
Peoples, In Time of War or Civil
Disturbance, Human Labour and
other themes imbedded in the Sunday
Masses. In fact the word “Justice” is
mentioned 42 times in the prayers and
acclamations in the Missal and 72
times in the Sunday Lectionary of

Readings.
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Looking at the Readings
Today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom stresses how difficult it is for
human beings to really understand Earth and the Creation of which we are
a part. It is a warning to be humble before the complex and beautiful webs
and networks of Creation. It is a warning too often unheard or ignored.
The mindset needed to serve the mission of caring well for the web of life
will grow out of a contemplative spirituality that is rooted in humble
openness and curiosity, that sparks amazement, and celebrates the
mystery, love and gratitude for Creation.
Paul’s letter to Philemon about his former slave, Onesimus, urges
Philemon to welcome Onesimus back “no longer as a slave, but more than
a slave, a brother” in the faith.
In the gospel, Jesus demands to be first in the affections and commitments
of his disciples. He requires careful calculation of the costs of discipleship
and willingness to pay them, even to the point of renouncing or losing all
our possessions. In this Season of Creation, we are being challenged to
reflect on what the cost of true discipleship is in the complex ecological,
social, economic, and cultural crisis facing the Earth community today.
From Peace with Creation by James E Hug SJ.

Season of Creation 2025

Pope Francis chose the theme Seeds of Peace and Hope to complement
and support the ecumenical theme of Peace with Creation. Now Pope Leo
XIV begins his reflection on the Season of Creation by noting how
appropriate this theme is during the Jubilee year in which we are being
called to be Pilgrims of Hope.

Reflection by Pope Leo

Jesus makes frequent use of the image of seeds, even applying it to
himself as a grain of wheat that must die to bring forth its fruit. In the
mystery of their death, seeds are transformed and new life, and new
beginnings emerge. In Christ, he writes, we too are seeds, “seeds of peace
and hope.”
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PLEASE PRAY FOR

Sick: Carmen Quattrocchi, Olive McElroy,
Frances Corso, Philip Bowman,

Kadyn Mitchell-Treacy.

Recently Deceased: Clare Jenkins (Doolan),
Annette Curtese.

Anniversaries: Tom Montgomery

(Please email or contact the Parish Office to add names to our prayer list)

ROSTERS

Saturday 13 September at 5pm
Commentator — L Ratcliffe
Lector — S Carroll

Special Minister — L Busch
Sunday 14 September 8.30am
Commentator — J Chant

Lector — C Cabaraban

Special Minister — N Livsey
Sunday 21 September 8.30am
Commentator — A Shaw

Lector — C Goode

Special Minister — M Cocks
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E AND ENVELOPE
COLLECTION

Last weekend Collection: $ 810.65

Thank you for your generosity and support for our
Parish. May God bless you, always.

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION

Our sacramental children will be receiving the Sacraments
of Confirmation and Eucharist on Sunday 21 September
at 8.30am Mass. Please keep these children and their
families in your prayers.

THE SEASON OF CREATION

Monday 1 September was World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation. Pope Leo has issued a message for the
day titled "Seeds of Peace and Hope". In it, he encourages
us to take action to protect our damaged earth and all those
who live on it, especially those who are poor and
vulnerable. The full text of Pope Leo’s Message for the
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation may be
found here:
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/

PARISH DETAILS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Uday Kumar Marneni ALCP/OSS
PARISH SECRETARY
Vicki Arnel — 0417 147 695
PARISH PASTORAL ASSISTANT
Mary Zobec — 0427 190 282
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8.30am-4pm
PRINCIPALS
St Augustine’s College -Tim Campbell — Phone 5851 3000
St Patrick’s Primary - Jackie Stockdale — Phone 5859 0371

MASS TIMES

KYABRAM

Week Day: Tuesday Rosary 4pm, Mass 4.15pm &
Thursday 9.15am

Saturday: 2" and 4™ weekend of month: 6pm EDT
(5pm EST)

Sunday: 8.30am

TONGALA: First Sunday of month 11.30am

RECONCILIATION: Second Saturday (Weekend) of
month 30 mins before Mass in St Augustine’s Church.

ANOINTING MASS: First Thursday of the month at
10am in St Augustine’s Church.

pubblico/2025/07/02/250702e.html

The World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation begins
the Season of Creation which runs through to the Feast of
St Francis of Assisi, October 4. It is an ecumenical
celebration of our Christian commitment to caring for
earth and all who live on it. The official Season of
Creation website offers many excellent resources for use
by parishes, schools and individuals during this special
time of the year: https://seasonofcreation.org/

MASS TIME TABLE
Weekly Masses
Sun 7" September - 8.30am Mass (Fr M Grace)
Sun 7" September - 11.30am Tongala (Fr M Morley)
Weekly Masses
Tue 9" September - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Liturgy
Thu 11" September — No Liturgy or Mass
Sat 13" September - 5pm Mass
Sun  14™ September - 8.30am Mass
Weekly Masses
Tue 16" September - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass
Thu 18" September - 9.15am Year 5/6 & Year 7 & 8
Sun  21% September - 8.30am Mass
Weekly Masses
Tue 23" September - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass
Thu 25" September - No Mass
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LADIES CUPPA AND CHAT

The next ladies cuppa and chat will be held at Fauna Park Café on Wednesday
10" September at 2pm. All ladies welcome.

PRIESTS RETIREMENT FOUNDATION APPEAL

for retired Priests of Sandhurst. We have 12 retired Priests. Fundraising
assists the provision of housing, annual recurrent and everyday expenses. The
Foundation relies on the generosity of the priests and people of the Diocese.
A special collection will be taken on the weekend of 20"/21% of September
and is the major fundraiser of the year. This day is an opportunity to thank
God for their ministry and dedication, and to pray for our priests, active and
retired. Donations over $2 are tax-deductible. Those requiring receipts of
donations over $10 are to please use the envelopes provided. Thank you.

CANONIZATION OF BLESSED PIER GIORGIO

FRASSATI AND BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS:
On Sunday, Sept. 7, Pope Leo XIV will canonize Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.
Pier Giorgio Frassati, born 1901 in Turin, Italy, was admired for his deep
spirituality, love for the poor and enthusiasm for life. A member of the
Dominican Third Order, he served the sick through the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. He died at age 24 after contracting polio.
Carlo Acutis, born in 1991, raised in Milan. Concerned that teenagers were
spending so much time on the internet, playing video games, and losing touch
with reality, he worried about the scourge of pornography and cyber bullying,
and didn't think taking pictures of oneself and constantly putting them on
social media was a healthy thing, because it represented a kind of idolatry of
self. He thought all the attention should be on God and not on
ourselves. Blessed Acutis used his tech skills to evangelize and set up a
website on Eucharistic Miracles. Dying of leukemia in 2006 at age 15 at his
funeral the Church was full of poor people, because Carlo had secretly been
helping them with food and sleeping bags. He has become known as "God's
influencer," the "Cyber Apostle of the Eucharist,” and the "Patron Saint of the
Internet."
DIOCESAN FORMATION GATHERING
Be part of Building Communities of Belonging at the Diocesan Formation
Gathering on Friday, 11 October at Notre Dame College, Shepparton; a day
to learn, connect, and explore how we can strengthen and grow communities
of belonging in our parishes.
Keynote presentations will reflect on the place of community and belonging
in a Catholic parish:

e Why does belonging matter in today’s culture?

e How does it shape the mission of our parish and the wider Church?

e What can we do, together, to strengthen it?
With six practical workshops to choose from, the day offers insights and tools
to help parishes grow a deeper sense of welcome and connection among
parishioners and beyond.

Special thanks to our
Advertisers for their support
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* Floor Strip and Sealing
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Ciavarellas Betta

242 Allan Street Kyabram
03 5852 2640
ciavarellas@my betta.com.au

CHILD SAFE PARISH

We are a Child Safe Parish, we have a zero tolerance for child abuse and aim to provide a safe, supportive and welcoming environment to all visiting
children, young persons and vulnerable adults. If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you should call 000; a significant risk or
harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable grounds, you should immediately raise your concerns with one of our Parish Child
safety officers Mary Zobec 0427 190 282 or Annette Ryan 0408 502 858.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
As we come to worship, we remember the Yorta Yorta & Bangerang People the original custodians of this land. We acknowledge the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples with deep respect. May the Elders, past and present, be blessed and honored. May we join and build a future based on

compassion, justice, faith and reconciliation.

"The greatest gift | ever had came from God, and | call him Dad!" - Anonymous
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let your face shine on your servant,

and teach me your laws.
Alleluia!

Ps 118:135

GOSPEL Lk 14:25-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according

to Luke.

All who do 1ot renounce their possessions cannot be
my disciples.

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way
and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man
comes to me without hating his father, mother,
wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his
own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone
who does not camry his cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple.

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to
build a tower, would not first sit down and work
out the cost to see if he had enough to complete
it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and
then found himself unable to finish the work,
the onlookers would all start making fun of him
and saying, ‘Here is a man who started to build
and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king
marching to war against another king would
not first sit down and consider whether with
ten thousand men he could stand up to the
other who advanced against him with twenty
thousand? If not, then while the other king
was still a long way off, he would send envoys
to sue for peace. So in the same way, none of
you can be my disciple unless he gives up all
his possessions.’

# The Gospel of the Lord.
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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

What is the ‘cost’ of being a disciple? What
will it require? These questions are addressed
in today's Gospel. Jesus is on his way to
Jerusalem where suffering and death await. He
is accompanied by a crowd of people. They,
too, are on the ‘way'—the earliest expression
used of Jesus' followers who, according to
Luke in the Acts of the Apostles, are named
people of “The Way' (Acts 9.2f).

It is clear from Jesus’ teaching that discipleship
will not be easy. We have met this theme
already back in August. on the 20th Sunday
in Ordinary Time, when Jesus spoke of the
tensions that would arise within households
where committed disciples lived. In today's
passage, this household division is even more
dramatically described. Disciples’ relationship
to Jesus must trump every other. The word
which Luke usesis ‘hate”. Disciples must ‘hate’
parents and siblings. The language of Luke’s
day employed superlatives and exaggerated
speech to make a point. So, the disciple is not
to literally ‘hate’ family members., but the
‘hate’ expression is a reminder that following
Jesus will come at a cost. This cost requires
commitment and needs calculation.

This is the point of the two examples which
conclude the Gospel: calculation is needed in
building materials or the chances of victory in
battle. The final note the passage ends on is
one of Luke’s favourite themes: Disciples must
not be possessed by possessions. The disciple
must be free, of wealth and even relationships
that hinder communion with Jesus.

Fr Michael Trainor
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FIRST READING Wis 9:13-18
A rending from the book of Wisdom
Who can comprehend the will of the Lord?

‘What man can know the intentions of God?
Who can divine the will of the Lord?
The reasonings of mortals are unsure
and our intentions unstable;
for a perishable body presses down the soul,
and this tent of clay weighs down the
teeming mind.
It is hard enough for us to work out what
is on earth,
laborious to know what lies within our reach;
who, then, can discover what is in the
heavens? 4 oW
As for your intention, who could have leamt
it, had you not granted Wisdom SECOND READING
and sent )'.our holy spirit from above? A reading from the letter of St Paul to
Thus have the paths of those on earth been Philemon
straightened Receive him, not as a slave amymore, but as a very
and men been taught what pleases you, dear brother.
and saved, by Wisdom.”

% The word of the Lord.

Philem 9-10, 12-17

This is Paul writing. an old man now and, what
is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am
appealing to you for a child of mine, whose
father I became while wearing these chains:
I mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to
vou, and with him - I could say — a part of my
own self. I should have liked to keep him with
me; he could have been a substitute for you, to
help me while I am in the chains that the Good
News has brought me. However, I did not want
to do anything without your consent; it would
have been forcing your act of kindness, which
should be spontaneous. I know you have been
deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it was only
so that you could have him back for ever, not
as a slave any more, but something much better
than a slave, a dear brother; especially dear to
me, but how much more to you, as a blood-
brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if
all that we have in common means anything to
you, welcome him as you would me. 5

% The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17.R. v. 1
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.

1. You tum men back into dust / and say: ‘Go
back, sons of men.” / To your eves a thousand
vears / are like yesterday, come and gone, / no
more than a watch in the night. R.

2. You sweep men away like a dream, / like
grass which springs up in the morning. / In

the morning it springs up and flowers: / by

evening it withers and fades. R.

3. Make us know the shortness of our life /
that we may gain wisdom of heart. / Lord,
relent! Is your anger for ever? / Show pity to
your servants. R.

4. In the morning, fill us with vour love; / we
shall exult and rejoice all our days. / Let the
favour of the Lord be upon us: / give success
to the work of our hands. R.




