
             

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

The Feast of the Epiphany – Year C Sunday 5 January 2025 
 

Readings for 

this week: 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Readings for 

next Sunday: 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

 

 
Liturgical Jottings 

The Star 
In Christmas pageants, an eagerly 

sought role is the one who is to be the 

star or the carrier of the star on a staff. 

It is the star that guides the Wise Men 

from the East to the house in 

Bethlehem. It is marvellous that 

children enjoy guiding people to the 

infant Christ. The Bethlehem Star 

often tops Christmas trees in civic, 

church and home settings. 

The Star is mentioned eight times in 

the liturgy, five during the feast of the 

Epiphany and twice during Easter. 

But only twice it is called the Guiding 

Star (Collects of Epiphany Day and 

the Friday after). Other occurrences 

the star is that which gives light and 

justice. What predominates the 

prayers on the Epiphany is Christ the 

light, the light of the nations, the light 

that dispels darkness. These themes 

are more noticeably found in the 

Epiphany blessing. (see opposite) 
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Looking at the Readings 
We have heard the expression: “Pursue your dreams.” Or “Follow your 

stars” There are many songs titled “Follow your Dreams”. Today we 

celebrate the day when three Easterners followed a mysterious star. It 

became their quest and yearning to discover something, someone beyond 

their present understanding and experiences. Such a quest was prophesied 

by Isaiah in the first reading: nations are invited to come to the light, a 

new dawn, God glory has appeared! 

St Paul writes of a mystery that has now been revealed to his own 

generations and for all generations and peoples that God has delivered his 

promises in Christ Jesus. We are all participants in this mystery. 

The Feast of the Epiphany centres on the visit of the wise men from the 

East to the infant King as recorded by Matthew. Yet the feast reveals 

more: With Christmas we celebrate the coming of the saviour, the gift to 

all nations. It is a time for gift giving, for baptisms, blessing of homes. 

We also recognise in the feast the presence of sadness or doom 

symbolised by the gift of myrrh (funerary spice) and of malefaction. 

Therefore the wise men decided to go home a different way to avoid the 

treachery of Herod. It is a time to look forward, to lift our eyes and look 

around to see God’s dream for us.  

Epiphany Blessing 
May God, who has called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, 

pour out in kindness his blessing upon you and make your hearts firm in 

faith, hope and charity. Amen. 

And since in all confidence you follow Christ, who today appeared in 

the world as a light shining in darkness, may God make you, too, a light 

for your brothers and sisters. Amen. 

And so when your pilgrimage is ended, may you come to him whom the 

Magi sought as they followed the star and whom they found with great 

joy, the Light from Light, who is Christ the Lord. Amen. 

Quotable Quote 
“Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: heaven on earth, 

earth in heaven, humanity in God, God in humanity, one whom the whole 

universe cannot contain, now enclosed in a tiny body. As they look, they 

believe and do not question.”  

St Peter Chrysologus (c 400-450)  

On the Lighter Side 
There's nothing better when something comes and hits you 

and you think “YES!” J. K. Rowling 
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PLATE AND ENVELOPE COLLECTION 

Last weekend Collection: $ 987.10 

Thank you for your generosity and support for our 

Parish. May God bless you, always. 

 

PARISH DETAILS 
PARISH PRIEST 

Fr Uday Kumar Marneni ALCP/OSS 

PARISH SECRETARY 

Vicki Arnel – 0417 147 695 

PARISH PASTORAL ASSISTANT 

Mary Zobec – 0427 190 282 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8.30am-4pm 

PRINCIPALS  

St Augustine’s College -Tim Campbell – Phone 5851 3000 

St Patrick’s Primary - Jackie Stockdale – Phone 5859 0371 

MASS TIMES 
KYABRAM 

Week Day: Tuesday Rosary 4pm, Mass 4.15pm & 

Thursday 9.15am 

Saturday: 2nd and 4th weekend of month: 6pm EDT 

(5pm EST)  

Sunday:  8.30am 

TONGALA: First Sunday of month 11.30am 

MERRIGUM: Third Sunday of month 12 noon 

RECONCILIATION - Second Saturday of month at 

5.30pm (before 6pm Mass) in St Augustine’s Church. 

ANOINTING MASS - held on the first Thursday of the 

month at 10am in St Augustine’s Church. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Sick: Norris Bell, Olive McElroy, Paul Genio, 

John Moran, Jodie Potts,Frances Corso,  

Philip Bowman,  Ron Florence, 

Kadyn Mitchell-Treacy. 

Recently Deceased:  

Anniversaries:  Joseph Bowman 

(Please email or contact the Parish Office to add names to our prayer list) 

 

MASS TIME TABLE 
Weekly Masses 

Sun  5th January - 8.30am 

Sun  5th January - 11.30am Tongala 

Tue  7th January - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

Thu 9th January - 10am Anointing Mass 

Sat 11th January - 6pm 

Weekly Masses 

Sun  12th January - 8.30am 

Tue  14th January - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

Thu 16th January - No Mass 

Weekly Masses 

Sun  19th Janaury - 8.30am 

Sun 19th January - 12 noon Merrigum 

Tue 21st January - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass  

Thu  23rd January - No Mass 

Sat 25th January - 6pm Mass 

Weekly Masses 

Sun  26th January - 8.30am 

Tue  28th January - 4pm Rosary, 4.15pm Mass 

Thu 30th January - No Mass 

Weekly Masses 

Sun  2nd February - 8.30am 

 

Sun 2nd February - 12 noon Merrigum  

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM FR UDAY 
Fr Uday wishes all parishioners a prosperous New Year 

2025.  May God bless and fill your families with His love 

and graces.  

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
Kyabram Catholic Parish would like to wish all 

parishioners, teachers, staff and students a very Happy 

New Year and an enjoyable break over the school 

holidays. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

NOMINATIONS  
Fr Uday would like to thank all the Parish Pastoral 

Council team for their contributions, the parish 

appreciates your commitment and support.  There are now 

vacancies so we are calling for nominations of those 

interested in joining the Parish Pastoral Council.  There 

are nominations forms in the gathering space and 

nomination forms can then be given to Fr Uday or placed 

in the mailbox at the presbytery or handed into the office. 

ST SEBASTIAN’S MERRIGUM  
It is with sadness that we announce the decision has been 

made and confirmed with the Bishops guidance, that St 

Sebastian’s church Merrigum will be closed. The Bishop 

will be decommissioning the church on Sunday 2 

February 2025 at 12 noon. Please save the date and please 

share with past parishioners. More details to come. 

NO MASS IN FEBRUARY FOR TONGALA 
As Father Novitelle Lim is not available there will be no 

Mass in Tongala on Sunday 2 February. As this is the date 

of the decommissioning Mass for Merrigum, we invite all 

parishioners attend this significant event. 

ROSTERS  

Saturday 11 January at 6pm 
Commentator – L Ratcliffe  

Lector – C Anderson 

Special Minister – L Cosgriff 

Sunday 12 January 8.30am 
Commentator – A Snell 

Lector – V Fox 

Special Minister – B Lyon 

Sunday 19 January 8.30am 
Commentator – E Luvara 

Lector – J Chant 

Special Minister – N Livsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

CHILD SAFE PARISH 
We are a Child Safe Parish, we have a zero tolerance for child abuse and aim to provide a safe, supportive and welcoming environment to all visiting 

children, young persons and vulnerable adults.  If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you should call 000; a significant risk or 

harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable grounds, you should immediately raise your concerns with the Parish Child safety 

officer Mary Zobec 0427 190 282. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
As we come to worship, we remember the Yorta Yorta & Bangerang People the original custodians of this land. We acknowledge the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples with deep respect. May the Elders, past and present, be blessed and honoured. May we join and build a future based on 

compassion, justice, faith and reconciliation. 

 

Special thanks to our 

Advertisers for their support 

“O Sacred Heart of Jesus, fountain of eternal life, Your Heart is a glowing furnace of Love. You are 
my refuge and my sanctuary.” – St. Gertrude the Great 

 
 

CALENDARS 
There are still a number of calendars available in the gathering space. 

Columban calendars $10 – Cane wall Calendars $20. 

PARKING 
Father would like to ask parishioners assistance in leaving the driveway area 

as parking for those with disabilities or walker.  Please be thoughtful of 

others.  

ANOINTING MASS 
Please note the next anointing mass will be held on Thursday 9th January 

at 10am, followed by a cuppa. 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE WINNERS 
1st Prize $100  Three620 – Joyce Caiafa 

2nd Prize $50 Open House – Lysie Busch 

3rd Prize $20 Open House – Eileen Sullivan 

Thank you to all who supported the raffle.  

LADIES CUPPA AND CHAT 
There will be no cuppa and chat in January. See you in February. 

MONTHLY WORKING BEE 
The next working bee will be on Saturday 1 February at 9.30am. 

VANUATU EARTHQUAKE APPEAL 
Vanuatu has experienced two earthquakes within 24 hours impacting over 

116,000 people and causing significant damage to buildings and 

infrastructure. The main hospital in Port Vila has sustained extensive damage 

and is overwhelmed by the mass casualties. Hundreds of people are injured 

or trapped under rubble. At least 14 people have died with the death toll 

expected to rise. People remain fearful of further disaster, as Vanuatu is one 

of the most susceptible countries to natural disasters such as earthquakes, 

storm damage, flooding, and tsunamis. This appeal will provide support to 

our on the ground partners who are with emergency shelter, food and other 

essentials, psychosocial support, and recovery efforts. Donate via QR Code 

or at http://www.caritas.org.au/vanuatu  

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING 
A meeting of the Parish Finance Committee will be held on Tuesday, 18th 

February commencing at 6pm in the parish meeting room. 

 

SHORT RESIDENTIAL RETREATS IN SANDHURST  

TAKE TIME – TO PRAY, TO REST A WHILE, TO 

RECONNECT  
A short residential retreat may be just the thing.  The Sandhurst Retreat and 

Accompaniment Team (formed by Spiritual Directors, Mary Murphy, Mark 

Needham, Paul White, and Fran Smullen) offers Retreats in our Diocese at a 

minimal cost to groups or individuals. If interested contact: Sandhurst 

Retreat & Accompaniment Team.  E: retreatteaminfo@gmail.com 

CARITAS APPEAL FOR LEBANON  
As you would know from the news, Lebanon is facing a dire humanitarian 

crisis. Caritas partners are providing emergency assistance, including 

medical, food and hygiene support; emotional and social support; cash for 

shelter for displaced and conflict-affected families; and providing partner 

centres to serve as shelters. Donations can be made at www.caritas.org.au or 

by calling 1800 024 413.  If you would like to read the digital version of 

Caritas news, please click on the following link 

https://www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine/ 

 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT SACRAMENTALS ARE?  

Sacramentals are powerful & blessed objects that can be a means to express 

your faith in God and are instruments of grace that God uses to draw us closer 
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